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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 KINSHA 04844 240846Z 

ACTION INR-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 NSAE-00 SSC-01 
/031 W 

240926Z 018188/17 

R 240800Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3715 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

CONFIDENTIAL KINSHASA 4844 

PASS:INR/OIL/B 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CG PGOV PFOR 

SUBJECT: MOBUTU MAKES CABINET CHANGE 

1 . AZAP FOR 23 MAY REPORTED A SMALL CABINET SHUFFLE. MOBUTU, IN 
HIS PROVISIONAL CAPITAL OF KOLWEZI, ORDERED THE STATE COMMIS- 
SIONERS FOR COMMERCE AND FOR LANDS (AFFAIRS FONCIERES) TO TRADE 
PORTFOLIOS. ACCORDING TO THE ORDINANCE, DUGA KUGBE-TORO WILL BE- 
COME STATE COMMISSIONER FOR LANDS WHILE MBALA MB ABU TAKES THE 
POSITION OF STATE COMMISSIONER FOR COMMERCE. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST CABINET CHANGE SINCE THE MAJOR 
RESHUFFLE OF FEBRUARY 23. IN THAT REORGANIZATION, BOTH DUGA 
AND MBALA HAD RETAINED THEIR PORTFOLIOS. IN ADDITION, IT IS THE 
FIRST MAJOR CHANGE IN THE CIVILIAN HIERARCHY SINCE THE 
BEGINNING OF THE SHABAN INCURSION. WE HEAR RUMORS THAT DUGA 
MAY BE IN DISFAVOR WITH MOBUTU AND THAT THERE IS A POSSIBILITY 
OF ANOTHER SCANDAL AT SOZACOM FOR WHICH DUGA HAD OVERALL 
RESPONSIBILITY AS COMMISSIONER OF STATE FOR COMMERCE. 

WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN MORE INFO. 
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